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State Board of Education selects presidents for two community colleges  
 

MONTGOMERY – Dr. Freida Hill, chancellor of the Alabama Community College System, 
recommended and the Alabama State Board of Education approved Dr. Raymond Staats and Dr. 
Donald “Glen” Cannon as the presidents of Gadsden State Community College in Gadsden and 
Chattahoochee Valley Community College in Phenix City, respectively.  
 
In recommending the candidates for the presidential positions, Chancellor Hill spoke to the 
experience, leadership and commitment that each candidate would bring to their respective 
posts. 
 
“I am very pleased to have both Dr. Staats and Dr. Cannon on board as leaders of Gadsden State 
and CVCC, said Hill. “They both bring a wealth of knowledge to the positions and I know that 
they will be great assets to their colleges and the system.”   

 
Staats comes to the system with many years of experience in executive and academic leadership 
positions at the community college and graduate school level. He is a retired Lieutenant Colonel 
from the United States Air Force and has served as a college president, vice president, executive 
vice president, an adjunct and assistant adjunct professor and, most recently, as vice president 
for Instruction at John Wood Community College in Quincy, Ill. Staats has a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Mathematics from Syracuse University. He has a Master of Science degree in 
Space Operations from the Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright- Patterson AFB, OH. His 
Doctorate is in Industrial and Systems Engineering from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University. 
 
 “During his interview Dr. Staats spoke about being a servant leader and that really struck a 
chord with me, stated Mary Scott Hunter, State Board of Education Member, District VIII. “I 
am pleased to support this recommendation.” Ms. Hunter then went on to thank the other 
applicants for their willingness to serve the Alabama Community College System.   

 
Cannon has extensive experience with numerous aspects of educational and financial 
operations. He is active in Southern Association of Colleges and Schools/Commission on 
Colleges accreditation and re-affirmation processes. Dr. Cannon has served as a principal 
auditor, director of accounting services and most recently as vice president of Administrative 
Services at DeKalb Technical College in Clarkston, GA.  He has a Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree in Accounting from West Georgia College.  
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He has a Master of Business Administration Degree from the Stetson School of Business at 
Mercer University. His Doctorate is in Education from the University of Georgia. Dr. Cannon is 
also a C.P.A. 
 
“Dr. Cannon has proven that he is knowledgeable as it relates to the academic and business 
sides of running a college,’ said Betty Peters, State Board of Education Member, District II. “ 
CVCC is poised for future growth and he is prepared to lead the college forward.” 
 
Both Staats and Cannon will assume their presidential posts this summer. 
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